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"Cassini (Russian Ambassador) and Takahira (Japa-
nese Minister) have been to see me about peace negotiations,
but we do not make much progress as yet because neither
side is willing to make the first advance. The Japanese
say, quite rightly, that they will refuse to deal unless on
the word of the Czar, because it is evident that no one
minister has power to bind the government. Cassini an-
nounces to me that officially the government is bent upon
war, but that privately he would welcome peace. The
Kaiser has had another fit and is now convinced that
France is trying to engineer a congress of the nations, in
which Germany will be left out. What a jumpy creature
he is, anyhow! Besides sending to me he is evidently en-
gaged in sending to all kinds of other people. I am against
having a Congress to settle the peace terms.

"The Chinese obviously desire the war to go on in the
hope that both combatants will ultimately become com-
pletely exhausted. The European powers want peace. I
have an idea that the English would be by no means over-
joyed if the Japs took Vladivostok. It looks as if the
foreign powers did not want me to act as peacemaker. I
certainly do not want to myself. I wish the Japs and Bus-
sians could settle it between themselves, and I should be
delighted to have any one except myself give them a jog
to settle it between themselves. If France will do it, it will
serve the purpose "just as well."

A letter that he wrote to the German Ambassador, on
March 31, shows an early purpose on the part of the Pres-
ident to cultivate the good graces of the Kaiser, even if he
considered him a "jumpy creature," by making him the
confidant of his endeavors:

"I am happy to tell you in response to your last note
that I entirely agree with the Emperor that it is unwise for
the peace negotiations, when the time comes to carry them
on, to be considered in a congress of the nations. The Jap-
anese Minister has informed me that Japan takes this view
also. I informed the British Ambassador that this was